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Voices of the Past from Assyria and Babylonia. By Henry S. 
Robertson. (London: Bell, 1900 ; pp.219; 4s. 6d.) This is another 
of the multitude of books which seeks to popularize the results of 
specialist investigation into the life and history of these ancient ori- 
ental peoples. The light thrown upon the Bible by these results is 
kept in the foreground. There are four parts, entitled, respectively, 
" The Royal Library of Nineveh," " The Chaldaean Genesis," "Abra- 
ham's Early Home," "Asshur and Israel." The work, while resting 
entirely on secondary sources, and these ranging from Schrader to 
Madame Ragozin, with Professor Sayce for middleman, is rather bet- 
ter done than would be expected. Of course, there are mistakes and 
extravagancies in the statements, but as a piece of third-hand exposi- 
tion of these rather difficult topics it may be mildly commended. — 
George S. Goodspeed. 

A Short Introduction to the Literature of the Bible. By Richard G. 
Moulton, Professor of Literature (in English) in the University of 
Chicago. (Boston: Heath, 1901 ; pp. 357; $1.) Undoubtedly bibli- 
cal students — conservatives and critics alike — in the past have given 
too little attention to the literary form of the Bible. In emphasizing 
the importance of appreciating the medium whereby the biblical writ- 
ers expressed their ideas, in order to understand and enjoy their 
thought, Professor Moulton has performed an invaluable service. In 
the present volume he brings his results within the easy intellectual 
comprehension of the general reader. It consists of a collection of 
instructive essays, containing a classification of the biblical books 
under the general heads of " History and Story," " Wisdom Literature," 
" Lyric Poetry," and " Prophecy," with literary analyses and com- 
ments. The treatment of Old and New Testament wisdom litera- 
ture is especially illuminating. To most readers it will be a surprise 
to find the sayings of Jesus — and the gospels of Matthew and John, 
which contain them in fullest measure — associated with Proverbs, 
Job, Ecclesiastes, and Ecclesiasticus, but the classification emphasizes 
an important fact commonly overlooked. In trying to maintain a 
rigid distinction between the literary study of the Bible and theology 
and criticism, the author avoids antagonizing certain classes of read- 
ers, but it is at a great sacrifice ; for an " Introduction to the Literature 
of the Bible," which today almost entirely ignores the influences which 
gave birth to the different books and determined their form and 
thought, and which disregards the light shed upon their literary 
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structure by the critical analysis, at best is only half an introduction. 

— C. F. Kent. 

Die Autoritat der heiligen Schrift, ihr Wesen und ihre Begrundung. 
Von Ernst Haack. (Schwerin i. M. : Bahn, 1899; pp.83; M. 1.50.) 
While not pretending to give a definitive solution of the question as to 
the Scriptures, the author strongly maintains that a satisfactory answer 
cannot be reached unless the " doctrine of sacred Scripture " of the 
elder dogmaticians be positively valued, as well as criticised and modi- 
fied. He accords " supernatural authority " to the Bible. He seeks 

— vainly, as I think — to controvert the fundamental position of 
modern theology, viz., that the autonomy of the believing subject 
excludes of necessity every external objective authority, be it church, 
or state, or Bible, or God. — George B. Foster. 

The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament. By Hugh M. Mcllhany, Jr. 
(Staunton, Va.: Stoneburner & Priifer, 1900; pp. 108; $0.75.) The 
author has collected the Old Testament passages on the Spirit, and 
treated them from the point of view of the older commentators. 
Scott, Clarke, and Henry are among his authorities, while recent com- 
mentaries and recent special literature are conspicuously absent. He 
works under the principle that the Spirit is to be understood in the 
same sense throughout the Bible, and so is obliged to find in the Old 
Testament merely prophetic foregleams of the uses in the New Testa- 
ment. We need books on this subject, but they must, to be of value, 
reckon with present scholarship. — Irving F. Wood. 

The Messages of the Apostles. The Apostolic Discourses in the 
Book of Acts, and the General and Pastoral Epistles of the New Testa- 
ment, Arranged in Chronological Order, Analyzed, and Freely Ren- 
dered in Paraphrase. By George Barker Stevens. (= "The Messages 
of the Bible.") (New York: Scribner, 1900 ; pp. 258 ; $1.25.) In this 
volume Professor Stevens gives us the essential teachings of the apos- 
tolic discourses in the book of Acts, and in the general and pastoral 
epistles in the New Testament. It is interesting to note that in his 
arrangement he regards James as written by the brother of Jesus, and, 
though declining to pronounce any positive judgment upon the date of 
the two epistles, puts Jude and second Peter as chronologically ante- 
cedent to the pastoral epistles. The volume is done with Professor 



